
Application Essay Example (Common App): Fantasy Sports 

On January 11, 2021, Business Wire reported on their website in the article 2020 Fantasy 

Sports Industry Report that over fifty million people in the United States and Canada participate in 

fantasy football each year. The variety of different leagues and scoring systems gives the 

participants and commissioners of the leagues many options. The scoring systems are typically 

divided into points per round (PPR) or standard. However, drafting a team can become difficult 

when the commissioner of the league deviates from these traditional scoring systems.  

The commissioner in my fantasy football league has his own scoring rules, differentiating 

from PPR or standard. While this makes the scoring more interesting, it makes drafting a team 

challenging because resources like draft magazines and websites follow the PPR or standard 

scoring systems. I enjoy intellectual challenges and problem solving, so, to be successful in my 

league, I adapted to this scoring difference by creating my own way to find the best players 

through analytics.  

 I constructed a Google spreadsheet with formulas that follow the scoring format of my 

league. With my spreadsheet I do simple data entry to generate lists of who the best draft picks 

for my league would be based on my commissioner’s unusual rules. These formulas consist of 

equations including variables and constants that establish how many points per each category the 

player would have had. I then analyze the products and determine if the player is projected to 

improve or regress during the upcoming season.  

 This leads to an important question: does using my data alter the draft order given my 

league’s unique scoring scheme?  As expected with proper analytics, the answer is yes. For 

example, in most pre-season rankings, running back Nick Chubb was ranked sixth on the running 



back lists compared to Jonathan Taylor, ranked ninth. For most leagues this would be correct 

considering Chubb rushes for more touchdowns and has more yards per attempt than Taylor. 

However, based on my league’s scoring system, my analysis predicts that Taylor is the better 

choice.  

While this was a simple application that I used for my hobby, it opened my eyes to how 

data analysis can be used in my future career. At Nebraska, I want to learn how to combine 

accounting and analytics to not only obtain the knowledge and skills to read and understand the 

data but how to better implement the data to solve current challenges in the world of business 

and project future trends.  

COVID has taught us that we need to be prepared for any issue that can affect both the 

United States and world economy. This can be as simple as determining if it is economically 

efficient for a small restaurant to continue to be carryout only or reopen to indoor dining, or to the 

more complex situations such as addressing supply chain issues that the world is currently 

experiencing.  

 Every one of my future Nebraska classmates has been affected by COVID in some way, and 

it does not seem like COVID is going away anytime soon. As emerging business leaders, we need to 

know how to deal with the rapidly changing world of business. Each member of the Nebraska 

Business Honors Academy is going to have their own perspectives based on factors such as where 

they grew up, what they have learned from their parents including their parents’ work, as well as 

their own personal interests (like my fantasy football hobby).  These factors influence what each of 

us wants to accomplish in the business world. The Nebraska Business Honors Academy can provide 

me with a network to collaborate with others who are as passionate about business as I am.   


