
Application Essay Example (Common App): Mother’s Example 

 Throughout my life, I have encountered many people who changed the way I look at the 

world, taught me new ways of thinking, and left a mark on my life; however, no one has 

influenced me more than my mother.  My mother, Marina, inspires me with her diligence and 

self-control.  She has never once in her life procrastinated.   

 My mom was born in Russia and lived there the first twenty years of her life.  Growing 

up in the Soviet Union, she and her family faced many struggles.  She grew up hearing stories of 

her grandfather hiding in the garden at five years old while his grandparents were executed by 

Soviet soldiers.  My mother’s family made it very well known to my mother at a young age how 

important it was to perform well in school.  They taught my mother that working hard and 

having good grades were critical if one was going to be successful in life.  My mother later went 

to Samara State Aerospace University located in Samara, Russia.  After graduating, she and a 

handful of other students were selected for an international exchange student program to go to 

America and study at Bradley University.  My mother accepted the invitation to be a graduate 

student and came to America with only $450, which was her family’s entire savings at that time.   

Understanding the professors’ lectures was a difficult task for my mom because she 

knew very little English at the time. Therefore, she would record each lecture.  She continued to 

do this for most of her time at Bradley until she mastered the English language, and, because of 

her hard work and dedication, she graduated near the top of her class.   

 My mother’s incredible diligence throughout her life continues to inspire me.  She came 

from a place where people were paid barely enough to get by, and now she financially supports 

both her own family and her parents.  I understand now, because of her example, how 



important it is to work hard and that sacrifices made today can, and will, improve tomorrow for 

both yourself and those you care about.   

My mom’s work ethic has motivated me to push myself not only in school but in all 

areas of my life.  For example, I have been able to focus on perfecting my serve in tennis and 

constantly improving my game.  When I struggle, I use what I have learned from my mother.  I 

am able to correct myself in my games, look at my problems in a new light, and stay focused 

when I become stressed.  I have learned to set high standards for myself, to work hard, and to 

keep trying until I make it.   

My mom’s background has also taught me the importance of perspective.  Americans 

are very fortunate but do not always realize it because most do not know the living conditions 

in other countries.  My mom’s upbringing, her hardships, help me keep things in perspective, 

especially when it comes to my continually developing view of the world.  With a proper 

perspective and a strong work ethic, I know that I am ready to face my next phase in life — 

college. 

 


